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The long and
the short of it
It’s all fine on the western front of this new home
that recalls attributes of the classic Queenslander

QBSA Lic: 1032029

STOP

Announcing Leaking Showers
Repaired without removing tiles, using our unique 5-stage repair process
reasons Why you should choose us to repair your leaking shower...
• 15 year Product Guarantee from a Licensed & Established
company • Free Shower Water Pressure or Moisture Meter Test
• Obligation Free Quotes• Chosen Contractors for Government & Real
Estates • Repaired in just 2-5 hours & next day use • Over 30 years
Experience in the Bathroom Industry • Proudly Australian Owned & Operated

1300 134 489
SURE SEAL SHOWERS Ph
www.suresealshowers.com.au

Secure
Storage for
High Density
Living
PH: 3341 6272

Stella Rimington
Stella Rimington joined the UK’s Security Service (MI5) in 1968.
During her career she worked in all the main ﬁelds: countersubversion, counter-espionage and counter-terrorism. In 1992 she
became the ﬁrst woman to be appointed to the position of Director
General. She has written her autobiography and four Liz Carlyle
novels and will be talking about her latest novel Dead Line.
Event details:

quality products
& professional service

12 YEAR GUARANTEE - NO TILES REMOVED

SHOWERFIX

tel: 1300 733 869

Resealing – Regrouting – Waterproofing
Tile and Soap Dish Repairs – Mouldy Silicone Seals

www.ASCOT

TEAK.com.au
Also Available:
• Day Beds • Adirondack chairs
• Box Benches • Timber Flooring

TEAK FURNITURE OF EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

• Swing Benches • Pool Chairs
• Coffee Tables • Picnic Tables
• Palm Boxes
(Kids playroom available)

Cnr Logan & Wellington Rd, The Gabba Ph: 3391 3380 Free Call 1800 500 689 www.ascotteak.com.au OPEN 7 Days 9am - 5pm

Mobile: 0413 373 057
www.treefrogshutters.com

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
• All Fabric Types (including Micro Suede)
• 20+ years exp.
• Fabric Protector
• Wet/Dry and Low Moisture Cleaning
• Safe and Environmentally Friendly

Date:
Time:
Venue:

Tuesday, March 10, 2009
6.30pm
City Hall Ithaca Auditorium,
King George Square
Cost:
$20 Talk only
Bookings: Phone: 38865704
Email: hazel@event32.com.au

LITERARY EVENTS

Leaking Showers Waterproofed

brisbanenews

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST
Glenn Zeidler 0411 423 310

38 brisbanenews.com.au | february 4 - 10, 2009

720 38-39 Architecture.indd 38

30/01/2009 4:42:08 PM

with francene ridley

NOrtherN eXPOSure ... the house is designed to minimise the impact of the western sun, with light-filled main living areas, including a covered deck, on the northern and eastern sides.

It’s always a shock to find a vacant block of residential land
in inner-city Brisbane, so it was a welcome surprise for this
couple when they discovered a spare 708sq m in Auchenflower
on which to build a new home. In 2006, they commissioned
Charmaine Kai and Hieu Nguyen of 8i Architecture to create a
design to suit the site, which wasn’t without its constraints.
“It’s a long, drawn out site that is quite steep,” Charmaine
says of the block, which has a 30m-long street frontage and
is only 20m deep. “Our initial concern was to maximise the
orientation of the house despite the site having a lengthy
western front. Designing around these constraints made things
a little different.”
One of the more conspicuous results of the design phase is the
separation of garage and house into two standalone structures
with a covered walkway joining them.
“Our solution was to minimise the western exposure of the
house by separating the house and double garage and creating
an intervening space so the south-facing bedrooms have a
landscaped outlook, natural light and cross-ventilation.
“The intervening space became a timber walkway and a
subtropical gully that highlights the steep grade of the site. The
separation of the buildings allows the owners to enjoy their
landscaped garden as they enter their house via the walkway.”

Those south-facing bedrooms include the main suite on the
uppermost level, three on the middle level and a guest room on
the lower floor. The main bedroom, with ensuite and walk-in
wardrobe, takes up the entire top floor, forming a studio-style
area. This floor straddles the house and some of the garage,
forming a cover for the walkway. And because it is wider than
the rest of the house, it provides eaves for the middle level and
breaks the scale of the entire building.
On the middle level, the kitchen and living and dining rooms
are in an open-plan arrangement, with the covered deck coming
out from the northern side of the building. This deck continues
to the east and around to the front of the house to join with a
25sq m private courtyard at the street entry. The kitchen also
has a separate doorway opening to this area, which catches the
eastern light – a perfect setting for an early morning coffee.
“It feels like a spacious house by connecting indoor and
outdoor spaces,” says Charmaine. “But in terms of floor area, it
is not a big house in comparison to some other new houses. We
minimised the amount of corridor space, which helped reduce
wasted space and we kept an open plan as much as possible.”
Harmonising indoor and outdoor space was achieved on the
lowest floor by levelling most of the slope so the rumpus room
on the northern side opens straight on to an outdoor terrace

and the back garden. Plenty of lawn area was important to the
owners, who have two young children, though they intend to
install a pool in the future.
The owners also wanted to see references to the Queenslanderstyle homes in which they lived previously. And they took the
opportunity afforded by building a new home to introduce
modern conveniences and contemporary style.
For example, an updated version of the window seat attracts
attention in the living-dining area, as does the exposed steel
stringer, painted a dramatic black, used for the staircase.
“The polished concrete blocks used inside at the entry to the
house break up the timber used for the deck, polished floors,
and stair treads,” says Charmaine.
The same mixed material principle is used outside with
traditional weatherboards seen alongside exposed fibre cement,
and boxy bulkheads balanced with gabled roofs. The result
means there are just enough design references to adhere to the
character-home code while the owners enjoy a slick version of
their beloved Queenslander.
architect // charmaine Kai and hieu nguyen, 8i architecture,
ph: 3342 4806. www.8i.net.au
builder // John crawford constructions, ph: 3374 0499
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